
 

DELAWARE FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
BYLAWS 

Amended June 21, 2023 

Amended April 17, 2018 

September 17, 2008 

 
ARTICLE I – NAME 

 
The name of this organization shall be DELAWARE FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC., hereinafter referred 
to as DFGC. 
 

ARTICLE II – OBJECT 
  
The objectives and purposes of this organization shall be: 

1. To provide a nonprofit, philanthropic, educational, and to a limited extent, scientific 
association of members. 

2. To study and advance, in all its aspects, the fine arts of gardening, landscape design, floral design, and 
horticulture. 

3. To aid in the conservation and protection of our natural resources. 
4. To coordinate the interests of the Garden Clubs of Delaware and to bring them into closer relations of 

mutual helpfulness by association, correspondence, and conference. 
5. To promote the educational aspects of gardening in youth groups. 
6. To further garden therapy programs. 
7. To cooperate with other organizations in furthering the interests of horticulture, 

conservation, and civic betterment. 
8. To cooperate and assist in the carrying out of the objectives of National Garden Clubs, 

Incorporated (NGC) and Central Atlantic Region of State Garden Clubs, Inc. (CAR-SGC). 
  

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP 
 
SECTION 1. 
The membership shall consist of Garden Clubs, Youth Garden Clubs, and may include Plant Societies and Garden 
Sections of Civic Groups, and any other garden-related organization that embraces the objectives of NGC and 
CAR-SGC. 
 
SECTION 2. 
To be admitted to membership, an organization must have: 

1. Ten or more members, 
2. One DFGC member organization as sponsor and mentor, and 
3. The approval of the executive committee. 
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SECTION 3. 
DFGC Honorary Membership may be accorded persons who have been approved by a two-thirds vote of the Board 
of Directors. Honorary Members may attend DFGC meetings but shall have no voting privileges and pay no dues. 
  
SECTION 4. 
Upon contribution of fifty dollars ($50.00) to DFGC Scholarship Fund, DFGC Life Membership will be accorded to 
an individual.  Life Members shall have all the privileges of membership except voting unless otherwise qualified by 
membership in a member organization. DFGC Life Members are not exempt from payment of annual dues. 
  
SECTION 5. 
DFGC Affiliate membership may be accorded to those nonprofit organizations supporting the objectives and 
purposes of DFGC, which have submitted a written membership request and have been approved by a two-thirds 
vote of the Board of Directors.  Affiliate members may attend DFGC meetings but shall have no voting 
privileges.  Affiliate organizations are responsible for annual affiliate dues. 
  
SECTION 6. 
Membership resignation must be made in writing to the President of DFGC.  Resignation shall not relieve a 
member organization of unpaid dues or other charges previously accrued. 
 
SECTION 7. 
The Executive Committee may grant membership reinstatement. 
  
SECTION 8. 
Membership may be terminated by the Executive Committee for: 

1. failure to pay annual dues for any fiscal year, 
2. failure to support the objectives and purposes of DFGC,  
3. failure to act ethically or in a respectful manner. 

 
ARTICLE IV –  DUES 

 
SECTION 1. 
The fiscal year of DFGC shall be May 1 through April 30.  
 
SECTION 2. 
Member organizations shall pay annual dues per member to DFGC payable May 1.  They are delinquent by June 
30. 
 
SECTION 3. 
The DFGC Treasurer shall pay dues to NGC for each member and membership fee to the CAR-SGC as required. 
 
SECTION 4. 
Dues shall be prorated for any club admitted to DFGC after January 1. 
 
SECTION 5. 
Affiliate organizations shall pay annual dues payable May 1. They are delinquent by June 30. 
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ARTICLE V – OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS 
 
SECTION 1. 
The officers of DFGC shall be: President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and appointed Parliamentarian. 
 
SECTION 2. 
A nominating committee of three (3) members shall be elected by plurality vote at the November meeting of DFGC 
in even-numbered years.  With the exception of the Parliamentarian, the names of the nominees for each office and 
new Nominating Committee for the following term shall be presented at the June meeting and elections shall be 
held at the November meeting of even-numbered years.  Nominees may be presented from the floor, provided the 
consent of the person has been obtained. 
 
SECTION 3. 
The officers, excluding the Parliamentarian, shall be elected by ballot.  If there is only one person nominated per 
office, the vote may be by voice. The officers shall serve for two years or until their successors are elected.  Their 
term of office shall begin at the close of the Annual Meeting in April of the odd-numbered years.  The 
Parliamentarian shall be appointed by the President. 
 
SECTION 4. 
The First Vice President shall fill a vacancy in the office of President.  In case of a vacancy in any other office, the 
Nominating Committee shall propose a candidate or candidates to fill the vacancy and notify the membership prior 
to the next State meeting where the election shall take place.  The President shall appoint a member of the Board 
of Directors to fill any vacancy on the Nominating Committee.   
 
SECTION 5. 
An officer’s resignation must be made in writing and submitted to the Recording Secretary. 
 
SECTION 6. 

1. An officer may be removed from office due to excess absences, more than two unexcused absences from 
meetings, or for other reasons by a two-thirds vote of the remaining officers. 

2. An officer may be removed from office at the pleasure of the membership provided in the parliamentary 
authority by a two-thirds vote, a majority vote when previous notice has been given, or a vote of a majority 
of the entire membership, any one of which will suffice. 

  
ARTICLE VI – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
SECTION 1. 
All elected and appointed officers shall perform all duties as prescribed by the Board of Directors and/or the 
Standing Rules. 
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ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS 
 
SECTION 1. 

1. State meetings of DFGC shall be held on the third Wednesday of April, June, and November unless 
otherwise ordered by the Board of Directors. 

2. Special meetings may be called by the President, the Board of Directors, or by written request of 
representatives of thirteen (13) clubs. 

3. The April meeting shall be the Annual Meeting. 
 
SECTION 2. 
The voting members of DFGC shall consist of the president and one representative of each member organization 
or their alternates (each member organization shall have two votes).  In addition, each member of the Board of 
Directors shall have a vote, except the Presiding Officer and the Parliamentarian. 
  
SECTION 3. 
A quorum for a meeting of DFGC shall be a representative(s) from thirteen (13) member organizations. 
  

ARTICLE VIII – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
SECTION 1. 
The Board of Directors shall be composed of the elected and appointed officers, immediate former president, and 
chairmen of all committees. 
 
SECTION 2. 
The Board of Directors shall meet on the third Wednesday of March, May, July, and October unless otherwise 
ordered by the Executive Committee. 
 
SECTION 3. 
Ten (10) members shall constitute a quorum. 
 
SECTION 4. 
The Board of Directors shall have the power to administer the affairs of DFGC between State meetings and shall 
report its actions to the membership. 
 
SECTION 5. 
The Board of Directors shall approve Honorary Memberships and Affiliate Memberships. 
  

ARTICLE IX –  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
SECTION 1. 
The Executive Committee shall consist of the elected officers, the appointed Parliamentarian, and the immediate 
former president as Advisor. 
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SECTION 2. 
The Executive Committee shall have the power to act for the Board of Directors between meetings of the Board 
and shall report all actions to the Board. 
 
SECTION 3. 
The Executive Committee shall arrange for a review of the Treasurer’s books at the conclusion of each 
administration. 
 
SECTION 4. 
The Executive Committee shall approve new member organizations and the reinstatement of former member 
organizations. 
 
SECTION 5. 
The President shall call meetings. 
 
SECTION 6. 
A quorum shall consist of a majority of its membership. 
  

ARTICLE X – COMMITTEES 
 
SECTION 1. 
Standing committees appointed to carry out the objectives and purposes of DFGC shall include: 

 
• Awards 
• Club Programs 
• Environmental/Conservation/Legislation 
• Finance 
• Garden Therapy 
• Fundraising 
• Historian 
• Horticulture 
• Membership 
• Newsletter Editor/Publicity 
• Scholarship 
• Website/Social Media 
• Youth Activities 
 

SECTION 2. 
The President shall appoint chairmen for a two (2) year term. 
 
SECTION 3. 
The President shall specify committee duties if not outlined in Standing Rules. 
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SECTION 4. 
Special committees may be appointed by the President as the Board of Directors shall from time to time deem 
necessary to carry out the work of DFGC.  The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except 
the Nominating, Review, and CAR-SGC Conference Committees. 
 
SECTION 5. 
The Board of Directors shall review the status of existing special committees annually in July.  The Board of 
Directors may discharge any special committee no longer needed by a two-thirds vote. 
 
ARTICLE XI PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern in all cases to 
which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws and any special rules of order 
DFGC may adopt. 
 
ARTICLE XII AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS 
These Bylaws can be amended at any State meeting of DFGC by a two-thirds vote provided that the amendment 
has been submitted in writing at the previous State meeting. 
  
ARTICLE XIII DISSOLUTION 
In the event of the dissolution of DFGC, the total assets shall be liquidated and allotted to organizations of like 
purposes to be determined by DFGC Board of Directors in accordance with 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.  No assets may be distributed to individual members. 
  

 
Amended June ___, 2023 

Amended April 17, 2018 
September 17, 2008 
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